
WESTERN PRAIRIE HUMAN SERVICES

Guidelines For Prioritizing Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center Reports (MARRC)
Western Prairie Human Services (WPHS) developed the following Adult Protection Prioritization Guidelines as required per MN Statute 626.557 Subd 9b for transparency in how Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center (MAARC) reports will be screened in or out along with the Adult Protection Manual https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6917-ENG.  
These guidelines have the purpose of providing consistent responses to reports by this agency.  The responses will always be made with the intent of preventing further maltreatment and for safeguarding the welfare of the adult who is vulnerable to maltreatment, per MN Statute 524.557. Subd 10. 

Reports will be screened using the current Department of Human Services Structured Decision-Making Manual https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6762A-ENG and the SSIS Adult Protection Intake Assessment and Response Priority and Adult Protection EPS Intake Assessment Screening decision tools. 
The Adult who is Vulnerable, in the report must meet the criteria of a Vulnerable Adult per MN Statute 626.5572, Subd 21 AND at least one allegation must meet criteria per MN Statute 626.5572, Subd 2, 9, and 17 for a report to be screened in for assessment. 
The Lead Agency will respond to MAARC reports received per the outcome of the SSIS Adult Protection Intake Assessment and Response Priority Guidelines and/or the Adult Protection EPS Intake Assessment Screening decision tool.   
This agency will respond in the following situations as follows:
· If self-neglect can be resolved through current case management or current services, the agency will override the tool and screen out. Case management or current services will be notified of concern. 
· If an Adult who is Vulnerable in the MAARC report is deceased, report will be screened in IF other Adults who are Vulnerable could be at risk of maltreatment, OR the Person Alleged Responsible for maltreatment was a PCA, OR Law Enforcement is investigating. If NONE of those criteria are met, then the MAARC report will be screened out. 
· If the Adult who is Vulnerable is no longer in the state of Minnesota at the time of the report, the report will be forwarded to the state where the individual lives.
· If the Adult who is Vulnerable is incarcerated at the time of the report there will be no assessment unless the alleged maltreatment occurred outside of that facility. Western Prairie Human Services will inform the appropriate Sheriff’s Department of any reports of neglect or maltreatment received by WPHS involving and adult who is vulnerable while an inmate in jail.
· WPHS will override decisions when there is no benefit to the Adult who is Vulnerable from Adult Protective Services or Assessment, because maltreatment has been resolved with minimal risk of repeat maltreatment AND/OR there is no need of protection for this Adult who is Vulnerable or other Adults who are Vulnerable from the Person Alleged Responsible of maltreatment. 

· WPHS will assess allegations of financial exploitation of Adults who are Vulnerable per manual guidelines.
· 1-Loss of funds for someone low income/on public assistance is $100.00 or more; OR 

· 2-Loss of funds for someone private pay/not on public assistance is $500.00 or more. 
· Reports made of alleged financial exploitation which resulted in a lack of payment to the person’s residential facility for their services will be assessed only upon receipt of an eviction notice from the residential or nursing facility.

· When the Adult who is Vulnerable is in a safe environment at the time of the report being screened and the Adult who is Vulnerable will likely remain there for the next 48-72 hours, the screening override may be applied to modify the response time from 24 hours to 72 hours.
· If the report made contains allegations of harm or maltreatment and the adult’s vulnerability is not clear based on the report received, WPHS may choose to screen in the report to assess the person’s vulnerability.  If in that assessment, determines the person does not meet the legal criteria for vulnerability, the assessment will be closed after offering services if needed.
· WPHS will take into consideration previous reports and their allegations, recognizing cognition and physical decline can change quickly. With multiple reports, even if prior reports were closed due to not meeting the legal criteria for vulnerability, we may open to assess the vulnerability again and offer services if appropriate.
· If criminal charges are likely and law enforcement requests Adult Protection to assist based on adult’s level of functioning, the report may be screened in.
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